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C3 Open Day
19 October 1998, 10:00-21:00

Schedule:
10.00 opening to all interested visitors

15.00 Press Conference regarding the current projects and plans of
C3, and the presentation of the WebTerminal

16.00 SCRIPTA presentation

17.00 Milos Vojtechovsky (curator, Prague) presents the Czech Plasy
Metamedia Center, as well as his CD-Rom project in
collaboration with Milos Sejn, entitled Naturae

18.00 Theremin: Andre Smirnov's lecture/presentation on the
Theremin Center in Moscow (including their latest audiovisual
and performance works), on Leon Theremin and his inventions,
as well as the origins of the audio-arts in Russian Futurism
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COLORUM NATURAE VARIETAS

Windows | ASCII | Mac | Latin2 | Unix

Consideratio Contemplatioque Colorum et Sonorum
eili
rozvazovani o barvéach a zvucich
or
Contemplation upon Colour and Sound

autor/by:
MiloS Sein

produkce/production:
Center for Metamedia-Plasy
1998

support:
PRO HELVETIA OST-WEST
SOROS CENTER FOR CONTEMPORARY ARTS-PRAGUE
C3 CENTER FOR CULTURE & COMMUNICATION, BUDAPEST

obraz/image:
E. Chevreul, Des Coleurs et de leurs Applications aux Art Industriels, Paris 1864

about Milo3 Sgin

"Since childhood, Milo Sejn has wandered through the countryside fascinated by the breadth of the
colours and forms of nature. These he has been collecting, classifying, registering, documenting,
photographing. Over time, his experiences in nature gradually transformed his approach to it. By the end
of the 1960s, he lost interest in the traditional scientific investigation of nature and began instead to
dedicate himself entirely to a physical experience of nature through direct contact and to communicating
this through art. The methods he uses are not pictorial; all are founded upon unmediated contact with
nature. His drawings are often made directly on-site with natural pigments from minerals and plants found
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COLORUM NATURAE VARIETAS

in the area -- the paper itself then bearing traces of the place. His performances involving, for example,
firesin caves, he has documented in photographs or on video. Fireisvisible in the drawings as well, parts
of them seared by sparks from burning coals or hay. His collection of natural pigments, materials, and
objects has arose from his work in nature over the last thirty years." (Jiri Fiala, Vesmir, 1996)

The COLORUM NATURAE VARIETAS CD-rom can be seen as a summation of Milo3 Sgjn's personal and
Intensive engagement with nature.

o Milod Sgjnovi

"Milo3 Sejn se od ditstvi potuloval pgirodou, okouzlen bohatstvim jejich barev atvart. Sbiral,
klasifikoval, zapisoval, dokumentoval, fotografoval. Toto putovani pgirodou se mu postupni prominilo v
zakladni Zivotni zkuSenost natolik, Ze od konce Sedesatych let ztrécel zgem o tradieni videcka zkoumani
pgirody azaeal se vinovat pini tilesnému prozitku vnitgniho kontaktu s pgirodou a jeho umileckému
vyjadgeni. Zpusoby, jichZ pouziva, nejsou zobrazovanim, vSechy jsou zal oZzeny na bezprostgednim
tvogivém dotyku s pgirodou. Jeho kresby vznikaji pgimo na misti a pouzitim pgirodnich pigmentu
(mineralnich i rostlinnych) z bezprostgedniho okoli, a papir shm nese stopy dotyku mist, na niz byl
polozen. Jiné akce (napgiklad s ohnim v jeskynich) jsou dokumentovany fotografiemi, videozdznamy.
Ohe0 se objevujei v kresbéch, misty propaenych rozptylenymi kousky zhavého degeviného uhli nebo
hogiciho sena. Taicet |et vyhledaval analézal Milos Sejn pairodni pigmenty.” (Jigi Fiala, Vesmir, 1996)
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COLORUM NATURAE VARIETAS

Colour is nothing less than the embodiment of the world.

Each tone of the colour spectrum,

their subtle shadows emerging out of black to black again,

Is simultaneoudly part of the universe as a whole.

Each is a scent of the ozone, which, like the memory of a lightning flash,
Is framed by the arch of the rainbow.

The flash of lightning makes sound brighter.
JAKOB BOHME,
Aurora oder Morgenr6te im Aufgang, 1612

Each eye sees colour in its own way;

perhaps, what you call blue, appearsto measred. ..
LUDWG TIECK,

Geschichte des Herrn William Lovell, 1795-96

The sense organs are integral parts of the soul . . .
ERNST MACH,
Erkenntnisund Irrtum, 1905

The richness of colour is my own colour.
ATHANASIUSGRUN

(from: Otokar Fischer, Dopis o barvéach,
Volné Smery, cerven 1910)

The web-site for the COLORUM NATURAE VARIETAS CD-ROM is one of the Center for Metamedia' s
Internet projects.

The CD-ROM itsdlf is an interactive presentation of what we may be called a collection. It is made up of
digitally-created media which permits the viewer to navigate through text, image, sound, filmed and
videotaped sequences. The original material comprises documents of my work on the landscapein its
broader historical context.

In these explorations, | have been searching for a wholeness which is perceptible in eternally cyclical
transformations; this wholeness is something which escapes one’ s direct view. | believe that work with
relationships among individual phenomena leads one to the understanding of them in their fuller meaning.
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It is hoped that COLORUM NATURAE VARIETASwill be seen as an intensive personal journey through
the world, its breadth of colours, forms, motions, sounds, and metamorphoses.

The navigational buttons for moving within the COLORUM NATURAE VARIETAS web-site are:
colour, body, time/space, word and sound.

1. The phenomenon of Colour is drawn from an extensive collection of pigments, objects of nature and
relics. From colour, a number of other data arises — from its own textual remarks, to the date of its
collection, the relationship of my Body to this occurrence in a certain space and its description, to the
chemica composition and electronic microscopic analysis.

2. The relationship between thought and the body involves the relationship to each Space as a specific part
of the body of alandscape in Time. Hence, thisis a collection of colours aswell asajournal, and a
testimony of the complex relations to the Word. The material comprises the semantic correlation of the
colour spectrum and speech, as well as pictorial examples from scientific literature concerned with the
perception of colour and the experience of time.

3. Sound isthe most immediate sensory experience for one walking through alandscape. The particular
sounds of wind, footsteps, water, fire, one’s own voice and those of animals form an imaginary
sound-scape archive.

The perusal of the CD-ROM through its hyper-linked paths permits a type of movement which departs, for
example, from acollection of journal entries or a systematic indexing of textual, photographic or pictorial
characteristics. The data are thus recorded within an imaginary map of alandscape through which one may
journey in time and space.
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from the remarkson the collection’s appearance

Yellowish veil of vesiclesinside a clear crystal found along the Vrchlice Sream between Kutnd Hora and
the Big Pond, summer 1956

Gentian Plant Gentianellaciliata L.
Parts of the flowering plant picked while walking from the Bily Mill to Zebin Hill, September 1957

Arsenopyrite gravel extracted from a piece of sericited quartzte found at the Hute dumping grounds close
to Kutna Hora while wandering around with my father, summer 1958

Phoenix Butterfly Lycaena phlaeas L.
Butterfly lamellae found in a small dry meadow by a forest of spruce, birch, oak, maple and other tree
species, near an old mine beside an oat field with lush growth of Ononis spinosa on Sbenik Hill, Jicin,
August 1959

Radix valerianae - Valerian radicle
VaerianaofficinalisL.
Roots unearthed from the location of the former Butoves Pond along the path edging the forest towards
the Deep Pond, May 1960

Sea-weeds and | eafl ets of duck-weed frozen in the ice of the Hadek Pond and the Valdice Brook,
December 1961

Pulverised Neolithic crock found at the Pod Lipami Field, Jicin, 8 May 1962
Dark brown soil from a medieval crock, Kutna Hora, 6 July 1963

Osmoderma eremita (Scop.) Beetle
Found while walking through the lime tree alley on the way from Jicin to Valdice, 24 July 1964

Dry substance from the fresh-water rot removed from the culm of a rush submerged in the Zabakor Pool
near Mnichovo Hradiste, early spring 1965
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Yellowish soil from a Neolithic crock excavated during the cultivation of my parents' garden outside Jicin
to the north-east, 9 June 1966

A nest of epithelium Penduline Tit found beside the Novozamsky Pond in the morning after it had rained
on the bivouac under the Okna Rock, early summer 1967

Soruce shavings with remnants of blackbird and chaffinch eggshells found in Mlada near Nymburk, 1 May
1968

Pulverised section of white dolomite from a fragment with pelecypody petrifaction found at the Devicky
Heights in the Pavliov Hills while on the way from the Pouzdrany Steppe to Devin Hill (554,4 m) and back
to Srachotin, 9 March 1969

Opal chips from petrified conches extracted from the rock wall of a minein Kank Hill near Sedlec,
summer 1970

Melt and dust of light-blue glass from the ruins of the former S. George Cemetery Church in Nymburk, 9
November 1971

Two red splinters from a late-Gothic windowpane unearthed in the eastern section of the presbytery of the
S. Peter and Paul Chapel in Stav near Nova Paka, 6 July 1972

Granite granules found beside a Trichoptera larvae dwelling above the Pancava Waterfall near the edge
of the Labe Ravine in the Krkonose Mountains, summer 1973

Sand from the bottom of a narrow, crevised cave to the west of Svincice Hill in the Prachov Rocks, 12
October 1974

Yellow petals of the Hieracium flower picked on the hillside near Moldava in the Krusné Mountains, 15
September 1975

Lichens peeled from a quartzite wall at the Bila Rock in the KrkonoSe Mountains, 973,8 m above sea leve,
July 1976

White powder from a foam sinter found under a small ledge along the Vratna Ravine near the Ruzovy
Ledge next to Turcianska Blatnica, Velka Fatra, July 1977

Mallard feather taken from the shore of the Svet Pond near Rozmberk in the early morning sunshine, 23
September 1978

Pulverised ferruginous layer protruding out from the bottom of the western side of the Obora Ravinein
Plakanek Valley near the Kost Castle, spring 1979

Red lichens from the dolomite headlands of Tlstd Mountain in Velka Fatra, 1414 m above sea level, 27
June 1980

Grey sand from broken traceries discarded on the slope beneath S. Barbara Cathedral in Kutna Hora, 11
April 1981

Basalt loam from the Zebin Quarry, 5 November 1982

Pur plish-brownish-red sand from the water's edge along the way from Drabovna to Kozakov, 31 July
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1983

Reddish kestrel excrements scraped from the wall of the Bila Rock’ s western summit, KrkonoSe
Mountains, 22 September 1984

Deep-red sand from a pebble picked up from the floor of the Borek Cave on the left side of the northern
part of the ravine behind the pond, 9 May 1985

Lichens from the entrance of the Pekarna Cave, Moravsky Karst, 20 May 1986

Greyish and reddish limestone from the Hlubocepy Rocks, just above the railway running west from
Prague, Barrandien, 27 August 1987

Pulverised reddish slate extracted along the way from Hostinné to the Brecstejn Castle close to the place
where one crosses the brook, 11 June 1988

Rusted earth from the path beneath Lucni Mountain heading towards Zelezna Mountain, Krkonose
Mountains, 20 July 1989

Mesolithic pieces of coal taken from the washed-away earth under the southern ledge of the Krtola
Ravine, Muzsky Hill, 9 May 1990

Soores fromthe dry rot on a spruce stump found along the way from Bila Rock to the Hvezda Ridge,
KrkonoSe Mountains, 15 July 1991

Grey sand scooped up fromthe floor of the Krtola Cave, Muzsky Hill, 18 August 1992
Deep-red silt from the flow inside the remains of the Harasov Rock Mill, Kokorin Valley, 16 May 1993

Deep-black earth from the western Pleistocene profile of the Dolni Vestonice loam pit, Moravia, 23
November 1994

Luminous beech wood in my palm, early morning, Dobren Valley near MSeno, 10 September 1995
Pieces of coal from burnt oak wood found in the Valdstejnska Deer Park, Valdice, 7 April 1996

Burnt purplish-red sand from a Mesolithic fireplace unearthed in the archaeological excavationsin Peklo
Valley near Ceska Lipa, 16 July 1997

whit
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wpell.jpg (7055 bytes)

Brown and Y ellow Traces
lichens and sand pressed into felt, Novy Hradek Rock, Prachovské Rocks/ Bohemia, 22 August 1987
96 x 96

wpel3.jpg (4751 bytes)

Traces
felt dyed with iron silt, water spring in the Vizicka Cave/ Bohemia, 23 August 1987
96 x 96
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Barva neni nic mensiho, nez ztilesnini svita.

Kazdy ton barevného spektra

v jemnych odstinech od éerné po eernou,
je zaroveo easti i celkem univerza.

Vuni 0zénu, jako vzpominka na zaai blesku,
ramovana obloukem duhy.

Das Licht in dem Blitze macht den Klang helle.
JAKOB BOHME,
Aurora oder Morgenr6te im Aufgang, 1612

kazdé oko vidi barvu po svém zpusobu;

mMOoZn4, Ze ty jmenujeS modgi, co mni se jevi éervené
LUDWIG TIECK,

Geschichte des Herrn William Lovell, 1795-96

Smyslové organy jsou samy éasti duse...
ERNST MACH,
Erkenntnisund Irrtum, 1905

Bohatstvi barev jest ma barva.
ATHANASUS GRUN

(z Otokar Fischer, Dopis o barvéach, Volné Smiry, éerven 1910)

CD-ROM COLORUM NATURAE VARIETAS homepage je souéasti internetového projektu na siti
Centrapro Metamedia

v Plasich.

Paipravovany projekt CD-ROMu - COLORUM NATURAE VARIETAS|e koncipovan jako interaktivni
propojeni k neeemu, co |ze nazvat shirkou. Jeho skladba je p@izpusobena digita nimu médiu a umoznuje
divéku zpgostredkovat propojeni textu, obrazu, zvuku, filmu a videozéznamu akci. Pouzity materiél
zahrnuje dokumenty o mé praci s krajinou do Sirsiho historického kontextu.
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Ve svétvorbi se zabyvam hledanim celku, ktery je patrny v neustalych, cyklickych prominach, celku,
ktery obsahuje nico, co unikd moznostem pgimého pohledu. Prace se vztahy mezi jednotlivymi jevy vede
k jgjich pochopeni v SirSich souvislostech.

COLORUM NATURAE VARIETAS je zaznamem osobniho vnimani svita v jeho bohatosti barev, tvaru,
pohybu, zvuku a promin.

Vstupnimi navigaénimi kliei k pohybu v COLORUM NATURAE VARIETAS |sou barva, tilo, misto a
eas, text, zvuk.

Fenomén Barvy éerpa z rozsahl é shirky pigmentu, pgirodnin areliktu. K barvi se vaze
mnozstvi dalSich Gdaju - od vlastnich textovych zapisu, pges Udaje o easu shiru, vztahu mého
Tila k této uddosti v ureitém misti, na ureitych sougadnicich, az po chemické analyzy,
rozbory a digitani obrazové mikrosondy.

Vztah mySleni atilajei vztahem k pamiti kazdého Mista jako specificke éasti tilakrgjiny

v Ease. Proto je sbirka barev i denikem a svidectvim sloZitych vazeb k Textu. Materiél
obsahuje kromi semantickych korelaci spektraareéi i obrazove pgiklady z videcké literatury,
zabyvajici se vnimanim barev, prozivanim éasu.

Zvuk je nejbezprostgedne Sim viemem v mapi chodce krajinou. Konkrétni zvuky vitru, chuze,
vody, praskéni ohni, vlastniho hlasu i hlasu zvigat tvogi zvukovou kragjinu pomysiného
archivu.

Eetba CD-ROMu ve v3ech naznagenych uzlovych bodech bude umozoovat pohyb, jehoz vychodiskem

muze byt napgiklad poznamkovy aparat nebo systém odkazu textové, fotografické é obrazové povahy.

Jednotliva data jsou zaznamenana v pomysiné easove mapi krajiny, ve které se muze chodec pohybovat
V prostoru i ease.
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Z textove podoby shirky

NaZoutly zavoj bublinek v krystalu keis» &lu, nalezeném cestou podé Vrchlice z Kutné Hory k Velkému
rybniku, |éto 1956

) Gentianella ciliata /L./, Hogeéek brvity
Ulomky kvetouci rostliny utrzené cestou od Bilého mlyna na Zebin v zaai 1957

Drt arzenopyritu vyloupana ze sericitického keemence, haldy v Hutich u Kutné Hory prolézané s otcem v
|éti 1958

Lycaena phlaeas L., Ohnivéeek eernokeidly
Keidelni Supiny. Srpen 1959 - mala sucha louka u lesiku (smrk, bgiza, dub, javor,...) a starého lomu, hojny
porost jehlice trnité - v blizkosti lan ovsa, Sbenik, Jiein

Radix valerinae - Kozl ikovy kogen
Valeriana officinalis L.
Kogeny vyhrabane v misti byvalého rybniku u Butovse, p@i kraji lesa smirem ke Hlubokému rybniku,
kviten 1960

Jasy a listky okeehku zamrzé v ledu, Hadek, Valdicky potok, prosinec 1961
Rozetgeny fragment neolitické nadoby z pole Pod lipami, Jiéin, 8.5.1962
Temni hnida hlina ze stredovikého st@epu, Kutna Hora, 6.7.1963

Osmoder ma eremita (Scop.), Pachnik hnidy
Z cesty lipovym stromogadim z Jiéina do Valdic. 24.7.1964
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Susina sladkovodni houby odtrzena z ponogeného stébla rakosu easni na jage v rybnice Zabakor u
Mnichova Hradi&ti, 1965

Zlutavéa hlina z neolitického staepu vykopaného pai obdilavani zahrady severovychovni za Jiéinem,
9.6.1966

Vystelka hnizda moudiviaeka luzniho z cesty k Novozamskym rybnikum, rano po destivém bivaku pod
skalou Okna, éasne |éto 1967

Srrkove piliny se zbytky vajec drozda a pinkavy, Mlada u Nymburka, 1.5.1968

Rozetgeny kus bilého dolomitu z Glomku se zkamenilou schrankou mlZe, nalezeného na vrcholu Divicky v
Pavlovskych kopcich. Cestou z Pouzdganske stepi na Divin (554,4 mn.m.) a zpit do Strachotina, 9.3.1969.

Opalove G&tipky zkamenilych lastur vyloupnutych ze stiny lomu na Kaoku u Sedice, 1é&to 1970
Svitle modra sklovina a prach ze zgiceniny byval ého hgbitovniho kostela Sv. Jigi v Nymburce, 9.11.1971

Dva eervené staipky pozdni gotické vitraje vyhrabané ze zime na vychodni strani presbytage kostelika Sv.
Petra a Pavia ve Stavu u Nové Paky, 6.7.1972

Zrnka zuly seshirana larvami chrostiku nad vodopadem Panéavy pri hrani Labského dolu v Krkonosich,
|éto 1973

Pisek ze dna Uzké puklinove jeskyni, zapadni od Svinéice v Prachovskych skalach, 12.10.1974
Zluté okviti jestgabniku utrZené ve strani nad Moldavou v Krugnych horéach, 15.9.1975
LiSejnik odloupnuty z keemencove stiny Bilé skaly v Krkonosich, 973,8 mn.m., éervenec 1976

Bily pinitcovy prasek z malého pgevisu pai ceste ve Vratné doline u Tureianské Blatnice, v bezprosteedni
blizkosti Ruzového pgevisu, Velka Fatra, éervenec 1977

Pirko kachny sebrané ze bgehu rybnika Svit u Rozmberku brzy rano v paprscich slunce, 23.9.1978

Rozetgena zelezita vrstva vystupujici ze dna potoka v boéni zapadni rokli Obora v udoli Plakanek u Kosti,
jaro 1979

Eerveny lidgjnik z dolomitového ostrohu Tlsta ve Velké Fatge, 1414 mn.m., 27.6.1980

Sedy pisek z rozpadajicich se kruzeb, pohazenych ve strani pod katedralou sv. Barbory v Kutné Hoge,
11.4.1981

Eediéova hlina zlomu na Zebini, 5.11.1982
Nafialovile hnidorudy pisek z bgehu cesty mezi Drabovnou a Kozakovem, nalezeny 31.7.1983

Naruzovel € guano postolky seskrabané ze stin Bilé skaly v KrkonoSich, zapadni vrchol, KrkonoSe,
22.9.1984

Rudy pisek z valounku sebraného ze dna jeskyni v Boreckych skalach, leva strana severniho ramene rokle
za rybnikem, 9.5.1985

LiSg nik ze vchodu do jeskyni Pekarny v Moravském krasu, 20.5.1986
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Sedavé a nar Uizovil é vapence z Hluboéep, tisni nad trati z Prahy na zapad, Barrandien, 27.8.1987

Rozetgena eervena baidlice, vyloupana cestou z Hostinného na Brecstejn, pobliz pgechodu pges potok,
11.6.1988

Rezavé hlina z cesty pod vrcholem Luéni Hory, smirem k Zelezné hori, Krkonose, 20.7.1987

Mezolitickeé uhliky vyhrabané v odplaveném terénnim zarizu pod pgevisem jizni stiny rokle Krtola, Muzsky,
9.5.1990

Vytrusy z vyschlé houby na pagezu, cestou z Bilé skaly k sedlu Hvizdy, KrkonoSe, 15.7.1991
Sedy pisek nabrany ze dna jeskyni Krtola, Muzsky, 18.8.1992
Rudé bahno z vyviru ve zbytcich skalniho mlyna Harasov, Kokoginské udoli, 16.5.1993

Temni eerna hlina z profilu pleistocennimi sedimenty v zapadni stini hliniku v Dolnich Vistonicich,
Morava, 23.11.1994

Dgevo buku svitélkujici v mé dlaoi easni rano 10.9.1995, Dobreo u M3ena
Dgevené uhli bleskem zapaleného dubu, Valdstejnska obora, Valdice, 7.4.1996

Pgepaleny rudy pisek z mezolitického ohnisti, odkrytého archeol ogickou sondou v Gdoli Peklo pobliz
Eeské Lipy, 16.7.1997

whit
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Hnidé a Zluté stopy
liSgjniky a pisek vetgené do plsti, skala Novy Hradek, Prachovské skdly / Bohemia 22.8.1987
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Stopy
plss nasycena rudym bahnem, jeskynni pramen ve Vizickém adoli / Bohemia 23.8.1987
96 x 96
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Hermit - Center for Metamedia - Plasy

Current & Upcoming Projects

=i, Pantograph | " Fairy-Tale/Po-hadka" Symposium
Near the Beginning catalogue | "Fairy-Tale/Po-hadka" catalogue
Colorum Naturae Varietas CD-Rom

preprout do

Center for M etamedia

News & Announcements
Residency Program & Hermit Foundation discontinued

Thisweb siteis sponsored in part by Econnect, which seeks to foster community among
non-profit organizations in the Czech Republic.

Unless noted otherwise, all photography is by Daniel Sperl.
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